
NEWS from
Democrat, New Mexico

U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman
703 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, WASHINGTON, DC  20510

CONTACT JUDE McCARTIN, 202-224-1804

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, January 05, 2005

BINGAMAN OFFERS SUGGESTIONS TO DOE'S LOS ALAMOS LABS
"RFP"

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman has outlined several suggestions for improvements to the
"request for proposals" to manage Los Alamos National Laboratory.  The Department of Energy issued a
draft RFP late last year and is seeking comment before finalizing the proposal.

In a letter to Linton Brooks, the administrator of the National Nuclear Security Administration, Bingaman
made the following five suggestions:

• Include in the scoring system the potential contractor's benefits package
• Include appropriate compensation for employees whose children are enrolled in University of

California system at in-state tuition rates
• Establish an independent board of directors to oversee the lab contractor to address issues, such as

excellence in the basic sciences, that are not addressed in the day-to-day operation of the lab
• Address stewardship of the Los Alamos Research Park
• Develop an approach for oversight that effectively safeguards the health and safety of workers and

the broader community.

"DOE must take every possible step to retain the outstanding employees who have worked hard to make
LANL one of our country's most important national laboratories.  DOE has made science a top priority in
the proposal, and that is good.  But I believe more emphasis needs to be placed on ensuring the benefits
package offered to employees is as good as or better than the one offered by the current contractor," said
Bingaman, the top Democrat on the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

In his letter, Bingaman wrote: "Any lessening of the benefits package could lead to massive early
retirements of senior weapons scientists as well as an exodus of more junior scientists and thus affect the
stockpile stewardship program that that is the primary mission of the lab."

Of the Los Alamos Research Park, Bingaman said: "I am concerned that because of security concerns, the
Department plans to move the security fence to encompass the research park.  I believe that moving the
park inside the security boundary will negatively affect the lab's technology transfer efforts, and will result
in a negative impact on the area's economic development.  I encourage the Department to require the
contractor of the laboratory to mitigate the impacts of moving the research park inside the boundary."

In order to ensure adequate time for response, Bingaman has urged that NNSA grant an extension of the
deadline for comments on the draft RFP. 
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